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1. The International Conference on Fisheries and Blue Growth was held in Istanbul on 31 
October – 1 November 2017. It was jointly organized by the Sariyer municipality of Istanbul and 
the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Permanent International Secretariat 
(BSEC PERMIS). 
 
2. The aim of the Conference was to consider the main issues affecting fisheries 
management, assess the environmental and socio-economic impact on fisheries and aquaculture 
and encourage the cooperation between the private and public sectors in the Black Sea area. The 
Program of the Conference is attached as Annex I. 
 
3. The Conference was attended by the representatives of the BSEC Member States 
(Albania, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Greece, Moldova, Turkey and Ukraine), BSEC Related Bodies 
(PABSEC), BSEC Observers and Special Dialogue Partners (Black Sea Commission and the 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions - CPMR) and International Organizations (European 
Commission, FAO and EUROFISH). The representatives from the Black Sea municipalities, 
academic communities, NGOs and private sector also participated in the Conference. The List of 
participants is attached as Annex II. 
 
4. The Conference was opened by Mr. Şükrü Genç, Mayor of Sariyer municipalty, who 
made a welcoming address to the participants. In his address Mr. Genç highlighted that the sector 
of fishing is important to Sariyer and described the activities of the municipality aimed at 
assisting the fishing sector. He also mentioned the required actions in support of fishery and 
aquaculture sectors, like the need for institutionalized research, the management mechanisms and 
the technical equipment. Mr. Genç mentioned the necessity of enhancing the international 
cooperation in implementing the fishing policy in the Black Sea area and the indispensable role 
of local governments for the mentioned sectors.  
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5. Ambassador Michael B. Christides, the Secretary General of BSEC PERMIS made a 
welcoming statement. He pointed out that the BSEC Organization attaches special importance to 
the promotion of joint activities in the field of fisheries in the Black Sea region. A great number 
of the people in the Member States, especially those with a coastline on the Black Sea, make 
their living from their labours connected one way or the other with the Black Sea. Fishing and 
fisheries shaped the society and culture of the coastal towns and communities along the shores of 
the Black Sea. The Secretary General also touched upon a serious issue of unreported and 
unregulated fishing in the Black Sea area, stating that the national experts believe that BSEC 
Member States should consider joining the “FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, 
Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing”. The text of the statement is 
attached as Annex III. 
 
6. In the opening session of the Conference, Ms. Veronica Veits, Director for Fisheries 
Policy, Mediterranean and Black Sea, European Commission, delivered a statement. She stated 
that the Black Sea is an important sea for the Commission and the EU neighboring countries. Ms. 
Veits indicated that the blue economy of the Black Sea shall not be in isolation, suggesting that 
the cooperation among the countries of the Black Sea and other stakeholders shall be enhanced. 
The EU is developing a maritime strategy for the Black Sea similar to the other strategies already 
implemented in the Baltic Sea and other areas. Director Veits pointed out that the stocks in the 
Black Sea are overexploited and depleted due to the illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing, and therefore she suggested to strengthen the fisheries management in the area and 
proposed to take collective actions to curb IUU. The text of Ms. Veits statement is attached 
as Annex IV. 
 
7. Mr. Atilla Özdemir, International Consultant, FAO sub-regional office in Ankara, stated 
that FAO is promoting the sustainable fisheries and responsible management of fishery resources 
according to the adopted FAO documents. He also informed the participants about the FAO Blue 
Growth initiative launched by FAO in 2013 which builds on the FAO Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries and advocates ways to balance economic growth, social development, 
food security, and sustainable use of aquatic living resources. 
 
8. Ms. Aina Afanasjeva, Director of EUROFISH, mentioned the  importance of the Black 
Sea Region in terms of avaiable fish stocks and their effective management. She stated that the 
Bucharest Conference towards enhanced cooperation on Black  Sea Fisheries and Aquaculture 
called upon the enhanced cooperation of the Black Sea countries in the areas of fisheries and 
aquaculture. Ms. Afanasjeva presented the activities of EUROFISH related to improving market 
access and data collection in the ports of Europe, including Black Sea ports.  
 
9. On behalf of Ukrainian BSEC Chairmanship in office, Mr. Sergii Kravchenko, Consul, 
Consulate General of Ukraine in Istanbul, made a short statement. He welcomed the participants 
and stressed the importance of fisheries and aquaculture sectors for the BSEC region. Mr. 
Kravchenko informed the Conference on the on-going activities in the BSEC under the 
Ukrainian Chairmanship in office. 
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10. Due to the impossibility of participation in the Conference, the address of Prof. Halil 
Ibrahim SUR, Executive Director of the Permanent Secretariat to the Commission on the 
Protection of the Black Sea against Pollution (Bucharest Convention) to the Conference has been 
distributed to the participants. The text of the address is attached as Annex V. 
 
11. The first session of the Conference was dedicated to the evaluation of the progress in the 
implementation of the Bucharest Declaration and was moderated by Mr. Voilin Raykov, Institute 
of Oceanology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences. Mr. Raykov also made a presentation on the 
state of the Black Sea marine living resources and their ecosystems. He made and overview of 
the Black Sea fisheries and the state of the stocks and their efficient management. Mr. Raykov 
pointed out the methods of stocks assessment through the scientific and technical project (the 
BlackSea4Fish Project) initiated by the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean and 
financed by the European Commission.  
 
12. Mr. Ilhan Aydin, Director of Trabzon Fisheries Research Institute, Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and Livestock of the Republic of Turkey, made a presentation on the current state 
and future prospective development of aquaculture in the Black Sea. He described the situation 
with aquaculture in the Black Sea, specifically he indicated that aquaculture it is an increase in 
production in all Black Sea countries. He predicted an expansion in aquaculture in the future 
taking into account the interest of the private sector to invest in this sector. Mr. Aydin mentioned 
the cooperation of his research institute with Kocaeli municipality to start growing certain 
species of fish as well as the interest of other municipalities to cooperate with his institution. 
 
13. The presentation “International Day for IUU Fishing in the Black Sea – some 
consideration” was made by Prof. Dr. Bayram Öztürk, Turkish Marine Research Foundation 
(TUDAV). Dr. Öztürk described the ways and means of fighting the IUU in the Black Sea, 
preferebly with zero tolerance, as well as the state of affairs with the IUU which is estimated 
between 9 to 26 billions of USD in the whole world. He proposed to declare a date as the 
International Black Sea day against IUU. Dr. Öztürk also pointed out to the alarming deplition of 
the turbot staock in the Black Sea and the necessity of elaboration of a management paln for 
turbot. He stated the need for international cooperation in the field of IUU with the participation 
of GFCM, BSEC, countries, NGOs and other stakeholders.  
 
 
14. The last panellist in the first session was Dr. Ejbel Çıra Duruer, Turkish Coast Guard Command, 
Plans and Policy Division, who made a presentation on IUU and fisheries control in the Turkish part of 
the Black Sea. She quantified the impact of IUU on the social and economic life of the communities 
and on the activities of Turkish Coast Guard. She stated that although it is difficult to combat IUU, 
there are some suggestion and recommendations to fight against the illegal practices in the Black Sea.  
 
15. Session two of the Conference was devoted to the consideration of the prospects of fisheries in 
the Black Sea region and was moderated by Prof. Dr. Ertug Düzgüneş. The first panellist on this session 
was Mr. Ramazan Özkaya head of Turkish Central Fisheries Cooperatives Association. He stated that 
the fisheries cooperatives have to obey the regulations in Turkey and that the small cooperatives can not 
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compete with big fishing companies.  In this sense he proposed to introduce the system of quotas to be 
elaborated and implemented by the government. Mr. Özkaya warned against the overfishing of Black 
Sea stocks and highlited the necessity to apply the rules of honest competition in the sector 
 
16. Prof. Dr. Cengiz Deval from the Mediterranean University made a presentation on fishing 
capacity and management of the baby clam in the Black Sea. He described the periods of exploration, 
the prices and total catch per period and per country. He compared the monitoring mechanisms and the 
control systems of Turkey and Italy and showed the methods of catch employed for this specific kind of 
fish. He also resented some recommendations in order to protect the baby clam.  
 
17. Mr. Ramiz Hacizade, attaché of the General Consulate of Azerbaijan in Istanbul made a 
statement about the Azeri program for international economic cooperation in the Black and Azov 
seas. He stated that his government is fighting IUU in the Black and Azov seas as an important 
task to preserve the eco-system and curb the unauthorised catches of fish. He mentioned the 
important cooperation of his country with FAO, in particular in preserving the sturgeon in the 
Caspian Sea. Mr. Hacizade informed the participants concerning the chairmanship of his country 
in the Commission on water bio-resources of the Caspian Sea and the regional Commission on 
fisheries and aquaculture in Central Asia and Caucasus under the auspices of FAO. 
 
19. During the discussions at this session Mr. Erdogan Kartal, Head of Istanbul Fisheries 
Cooperatives Association, Mr. Mehmet Rifat Akyüz, Istinye Fisheries Cooperatives and Mr. 
Hüseyın Güler, Black Sea Foundation took the floor and informed the participants on the 
activities of their institutions related to fisheries and aquaculture. In particular they mentioned 
the problems of small-scale fisheries and of fishermen, the issues of investment in the fishery 
sector from the small companies, the redtape and the number of permissions from the 
government for the small-scale fisheries, the pollution of the Black Sea, training possibilities for 
smal fisheries companies. 
 
20. Blue Growth in the Black Sea was the main topic of the third session of the Conference. 
The session was moderated by Mr. Alexei Nistrean, Executive Manager of the Permanent 
International Secretariat of the BSEC. The first panellist at this session was Mr. Svetoslav 
Stoyanov, Policy Officer, Directorate-General Maritime Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) of 
the European Commission. He talked about the prospects and reality of blue growth in the Black 
Sea. He mentioned the Blue Growth initiative of the EU and the EU interest towards the Black 
Sea. The presentation of Mr. Stoyanov is attached as Annex VI. 
 
21. Mr. Stavros Kalognomos, Policy Officer at the Conference of Peripheral Maritime 
Regions (CPMR) made a presentation on “The sustainable aquaculture as a component of blue 
growth: the regional strategic perspective”. Mr. Kalognomos shared the experience of CPMR 
regions in dealing with aquaculture and suggested to increase the cooperation among and 
between the Black Sea regions. His presentation is attached as Annex VII. 
 
22. Dr. Hayri Deniz, General Secretary of the Mugla Fish Farmers Association made a 
presentation on “Blue growth aquaculture in Turkey: the best model for the Black sea region”. 
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He informed the participants of the experience of aquaculture in Turkey, specifically the case of 
of Mugla.  Dr. Deniz presented concrete figures of the activities of the Turkish and local (Mugla) 
farmers in growing the fish products in the designated areas. He also informed of the export 
potential of aquaculture and the main countries of its destination.  
 
23. The panellist in session three was Dr. Nazli Demirel from Istanbul University who made 
a presentation on research activities for fisheries and aquaculture in Black sea area of Turkey. 
She pointed out to the alarming situation with the Black sea fish stocks that are being depleted as 
a result of activities in the area. Dr. Demirel described the prospects in scientific terms for the 
development of aquaculture in Turkey and suggested some recommendations for the 
improvement of the sector.  
 
24. The fourth session of the Conference dealt with the role of local authorities and their 
cooperation with the fishing sector. The session was moderated by Dr. Bernal Gül from Istanbul 
University. The first speaker at this session was Mr. Ahmet Dokumaci from Giresin 
municipality. Mr. Dokumaci informed the participants about the aquaculture and fisheries in the 
waters of Giresin, pointing out that these sectors are contributing to the economy of the city. Mr. 
Dokumaci described the possibilities of the city in terms of developing the tourism sector and the 
transformation of an island close to Giresin in a place to attract for tourists. For that reason he 
stated that the city needed a well-defined project. 
 
25. Mr. Mehmet Akim Özdemir, Director of Department at the Samsun municipality 
presented an overview of Samsun fisheries in terms of local authorities. He described the 
activities of Samsun municipality related to fisheries and aquaculture, the increase in the 
production of these sectors. Mr. Özdemir talked about the facilities created by the municipality to 
help and assist the local farmers to grow their fish products. He mentioned the active processing 
sector in the municipality which helps the economy of the city.  
 
26. The Deputy Governor of Attica region of Greece, Mr. Athanasios Anagnostopoulaos, made a 
presentation on “Blue Growth: the case of region of Attica”. In his presentation Mr. 
Anagnostopoulaos referred to communication between the private companies dealing with 
fisheries and aquaculture and the officials of his municipality. The region of Attica is working 
hard to implement the waste management program. He described the objectives, goals and 
outcomes of the Pireus Blue Growth Innovation hub which is hosted by the municipality and the 
intention to organize on an yearly basis the blue economy week in the region of Attica. The 
presentation of Mr. Anagnostopoulaos is attached as Annex VIII. 
 
27. The presentation “Sea Food Sustainability” was made by Ms. Zekiye Sari Kuzu from 
METRO group. She highlighted the status of fisheries in Turkey and in the world, indicated the 
demand for up to 2050, described the fish consumption per country and the steps undertaken by 
her company towards the sustainability of fishery resources.She also informed the participants 
about the projects launched of METRO group to trace the fish form the sea to the maket.  
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28. Ms. Irem Köse Reis, Fisheries engineer at the Sariyer  municipality made a statement on 
the role of local authorities in promoting sustainable fishing sector. In her statement Ms. Reis 
informed the participants about the export potential of Turkey in general and of Sariyer 
municipality in particular as well as the importance the municipality is attaching to fisheries and 
aquaculture. She referred to the research that is being carried out in close collaboration with the 
Universities and the necessary actions to help the fishery and aquaculture sectors. 
 
29.  Mr. Nur Çapa from the Association of Turkish Travel Agencies talked about the need to 
help and assist the fishermen in their everyday activities. He suggested that implementing a 
quota system may ease the work of fishermen and might be a solution to help the small scale 
fisheries cooperatives. He highlighted the good experience of Greece in that regard. 
 
30. Dr. Hayri Deniz made a presentation “Supporting investments in the Black Sea Fisheries” 
in which he described the increasing consumption of fish and fish products, the markets for these 
products and the necessary investments for the sector in order to ensure its growth. He stated the 
European perspective of the sectors of fisheries and aquaculture and the possible investment 
from the EU in the Black sea area.  
 
31. Prof. Sevim Köse from Black Sea technical University made a presentation “ Black Sea food: 
developments, trends, problems and solutions”. She presented the figures of Turkish sea food 
export and import in terms of quantity and value, the state of fresh fish market in Trabzon during 
2003-2015-2017. Prof. Köse talked about the processing industry, the export of frozen fish 
products and fish oil products. She made some suggestions and recommendations. 
 
32. The last speaker at the Conference was Mr. Melih Işliel, Aegean aqua and  animal products 
exporters’ assosiation board member. He made a presentation on aquaculture and exports of 
Turkey. In his presentation Mr. Işliel related about the cultivation of different species of fish in 
the Black Sea coast and the problems of fishery cooperatioves in growing fish and fish products. 
He revealed the contribution of the fisheries and aquaculture sectors to the economy of costal 
municipalitues.  
 
Discussions and Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
 

• In the Black Sea region, fisheries have always been an important economic activity that 
has provided the occupation and employment opportunities for many people. 

• Fisheries and aquaculture sector brings direct and indirect benefits to people, families, 
communities and littoral towns and villages. 

• Institutionalization of the management system of aquaculture in Turkey as a country that 
is surrounded by the sea is indispensable. 

• Black Sea stocks are depleted due to   various kinds of pollution, climate change, alien 
species and IUU fishing, a strategy is required for the sustainability of fish stocks. 

• Acute lack of data on stocks is creating uncertainty for the fisheries sector. 
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• There is a necessity for an adequate regulatory framework and licencing in the sector. 
• Only 2% of fish products are from aquaculture, there is a need to develop this branch and 

support it at the local level. 
• Regional organizations, like GFCM, BSEC, have to work more closely with the local 

authorities, in this case with Sariyer Municipality, in supporting the fishery sector for the 
long term sustainable development in the Black Sea area. 

• There is an interest from the European Union towards the Black Sea area and EU’s 
involvement and assistance in the fisheries and aquaculture sectors are welcomed.  

• International Cooperation is essential for the   sustainable fisheries  practices in the   
Black Sea 

• There is a need for a follow up Conference to be organized next year. 
 
 
 

33. The participants to the Conference expressed their deep gratitude to Sariyer municipality 
of Istanbul, in particular to Mr. Şükrü Genç, Mayor of Sariyer municipalty,  and the Organization 
of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Permanent International Secretariat (BSEC PERMIS) 
for the organization of the Conference and for the warm hospitality extended to them during their 
stay in Istanbul.  

__________________________ 
___________ 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE  
ON FISHERIES AND BLUE GROWTH  

 
IDENTIFYING THE PERSPECTIVES OF FISHERIES AND STIMULATING THE BLUE GROWTH  

IN THE BLACK SEA REGION  

31 October – 1 November 2017, Istanbul 
Venue: Fuat Paşa Yalısı, Çayırbaşı Caddesi 148, Büyükdere, 34450, Sariyer 

 
PROGRAMME 

 
Tuesday, 31 October 2017  

 
 

09.00–09.30 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

 
WELCOME & INTRODUCTION  

            Moderator: Prof. Dr. Bayram ÖZTÜRK, Turkish  Marine Research Foundation (TUDAV)  
 

 
09.30–10.00 
 

 

 

10.00–10.45 

 
WELCOME ADDRESS 
Mr. Şükrü GENÇ, Mayor of Sariyer Municipality 
Ambassador Michael B. CHRISTIDES, Secretary General of BSEC PERMIS  
 
MAIN SPEAKERS: 

Ms. Veronika VEITS, Director for Fisheries Policy, Mediterranean and 
Black Sea, European Commission 
Mr. Atilla OZDEMIR, FAO SEC International Consultant on Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 
Ms. Aina AFANASJEVA, Director, EUROFISH 
Mr. Sergii Kravchenko,  Consul, General Consulate of Ukraine in Istanbul  
 

 
10.45–11.00 

 
COFFEE BREAK  
FAMILY PHOTO 
 

 



 
 
 

 
SESSION 1: EVALUATION OF THE PROGRESS  

IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BUCHAREST DECLARATION  
Moderator: Dr. Violin RAYKOV, Associate Professor 

IO-BAS, BlackSea4Fish Coordinator 
 

 
11.00–11.30 

 
State of the Black Sea Marine Living Resources and Their Ecosystems 
Mr. Violin RAYKOV, IO-BAS, BlackSea4Fish Coordinator 
 

 
11.30–12.00 

 
Current State and Future Prospective  
for the Responsible Development of Aquaculture in the Black Sea 
Mr. Ilhan AYDIN, Director of Trabzon Fisheries Research Institute, 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock (Second Vice-Coordinator  
of the GFCM Working Group on the Black Sea) 
 

 
12.00–12.15  
 

 
International Day for IUU Fishing in the Black Sea – Some Consideration 
Prof. Dr. Bayram ÖZTÜRK, Turkish  Marine Research Foundation (TUDAV) 
(Chairperson of the GFCM Working Group on IUU Fishing) 
 

12.15–12.30      IUU and Fisheries Control in the Turkish Part of the Black Sea 
Dr. Ejbel ÇIRA DURUER, Turkish Coast Guard Command, Plans and Policy 
Division, Ankara 
 

 
12.30–13.00 

  
DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
 

 
13.00–14.30 

 
LUNCH OFFERED BY THE MAYOR OF SARIYER, Mr. ŞÜKRÜ GENÇ 
 Venue: Fuat Paşa Yalısı, Çayırbaşı Caddesi 148, Büyükdere, Sariyer 
 

 
 

 

 

2 



 
 

 
SESSION 2: PROSPECTS OF FISHERIES IN THE BLACK SEA REGION 

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Ertug  DÜZGÜNEŞ, Black Sea Technical University 
 

 
14.30–15.00 

 
Problems of Fisheries in the Black Sea 
Mr. Ramazan ÖZKAYA, Head of Turkish Central Fisheries Cooperatives 
Association 
 

 
15.00–15.30 

 
Fishing Capacity and Management of the Baby Clam in the Black Sea  
Prof. Dr. Cengiz DEVAL, Akdeniz University  
 
 

 
15.30–15.45 

 
Cooperation in the Black and Caspian Seas  
Mr. Ramiz Hacizade, Attache, General Consulate of Azerbaijan in Istanbul 
 

 
15.45–16.15 

 
DISCUSSION  
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
(Fisheries Cooperatives from the Black Sea) 
 
Mr. Erdoğan KARTAL, Head of Istanbul Fisheries Cooperatives Association 
 
Mr. Mehmet Rıfat AKYÜZ, Istinye Fisheries Cooperatives 
 
Mr. Hüseyin GÜLER, Black Sea Foundation 
 

 
16.15–16.30 

 
COFFEE BREAK 
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SESSION 3: BLUE GROWTH IN THE BLACK SEA REGION: 

Moderator: Mr. Alexei NISTREAN, Executive Manager of the Permanent International 
Secretariat of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC PERMIS)  

 
 
16.30–16.45 

 
Prospects and Reality of Blue Growth in the Black Sea 
Mr. Svetoslav STOYANOV, Policy Officer, Directorate-General Maritime 
Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE), European Commission 
 

 
16.45–17.00 

 
Sustainable Aquaculture as a Component of Blue Growth:  
the Regional Strategic Perspective 
Mr. Stavros KALOGNOMOS, Policy Officer, Conference of Peripheral 
Maritime Regions (CPMR) 
 

 
17.15–17.30 

 
Blue Growth Aquaculture in Turkey:  
the Best Model for the Black Sea Region 
Dr. Hayri DENİZ, General Secretary of Muğla Fish Farmers Association 
 

 
17.30–17.45 

 
Research Activities for Fisheries and Aquaculture  
in Black Sea Area of Turkey 
Dr. Nazli DEMIREL, Istanbul University 
 

 
17.45–18:30 

 
DISCUSSION  
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
 

 
19.00–20.30 

 
RECEPTION OFFERED BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL  
OF BSEC PERMIS, AMBASSADOR MICHAEL B. CHRISTIDES 
Venue: restaurant “GARAJ”, Tarabya Cd. No:30, Sarıyer 
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Wednesday, 1 November 2017 

 
SESSION 4: THE ROLE OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES  

AND THEIR COPPERATION WITH FISHING SECTOR 
Moderator: Dr. Benal GÜL, Istanbul University 

 
 
10.00–11.00 

 
Current Situation, Policies, Potentials, Difficulties,  
Possibilities and Future Plans in the Riparian Countries of the Black Sea 
Representatives of the Local and Regional Authorities  
Giresin and the Sea 
Mr. Ahmet DOKUMACI,  Giresun Foundation 

 

An overview of Samsun fisheries in terms of local authorities 

Mr. Mehmet Akif ÖZDEMIR, Director of Department, Samsun Municipality  
 
Blue Growth: the Case of the Region of Attica 
Mr. Athanasios ANAGNOSTOPOULOS, Deputy Governor in charge of 
Environment and Climate Change - Region of Attica (Greece) 
 
Sea Food Sustaiability 
Mrs. Zekıye Sarı KUZU, METRO    
 

 
11.00–11.15 

  
The Role of Local Authorities in Promoting Sustainable Fishing Sector 
Ms. Irem KÖSE REIS, Fisheries Engineer, Sariyer Municipality 
Mr. Halil Nur ÇAPA, The Association of Turkish Travel Agencies (TÜRSAB) 
 

 
11.15–11.30 

 
Supporting Investments in Black Sea Fisheries 
Dr. Hayri DENIZ, General Secretary of Mugla Fish Farmers Association 
 

 
11.30–11.45 
 

 
COFFEE BREAK 

 
11.45–12.00 

 
Black Sea Food: Developments, Trends, Problems, Solutions 
Prof. Dr. Sevim KÖSE, Black Sea Technical University 
 

 
12.00–12.15 

 
Aquaculture and exports of Turkey  
Mr. Melih IŞLIEL, Aegean Aqua and Animal Products Exporters’ 
Association Board Member 
 

  
12.15–12.45 

 
DISCUSSION  
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  
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CONCLUDING SESSION: CLOSING REMARKS 

Moderator: Prof. Dr. Bayram ÖZTÜRK, Turkish  Marine Research Foundation (TUDAV)  
 

 
13.00–13.30 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Şükrü GENÇ, Mayor of Sariyer Municipality 
 
Ambassador Michael B. CHRISTIDES, Secretary General of BSEC PERMIS  
 

13:30-14:30 LUNCH OFFERED BY SARIYER MUNICIPALITY (at the new premises) 
Venue: Pınar Mahallesi, Günyüzü Sk. No:2,  Sarıyer/İstanbul 

 
14.30–17.00 

 
BOSPHORUS CRUISE  
Name of the ship: Beyaz Martı 
Venue: Kireçburnu 
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Mayor of Sariyer Şükrü GENÇ, Distinguished Participants, 
 
I am particularly pleased to welcome you all here, in this beautiful spot on the 
Bosporus that is the Municipality of Sariyer. Today, after months of joint efforts by 
many, from both, the Sariyer Municipality and the BSEC PERMIS, we are happy 
and deeply honoured to host you all to this important Conference which will deal 
with one of the most significant issues concerning our common neighbourhood, 
that is, fisheries and blue growth in the Black Sea.  
This event is the result of our perfect coordination with the Mayor of Sariyer, Mr. 
Genc; it is not our first common endeavour, since other initiatives were realized in 
the past and it certainly will not be the last. We are determined, Mr. Mayor, to 
continue our cooperation on projects of common interest and mutual benefit, even 
only as a token of our gratitude to you and to the people of Sariyer, who have so 
generously hosted the Headquarters of our Organization for the last 25 years. 
Indeed, our today's conference is one more event alongside others, through which 
we commemorate the first 25 years of BSEC presence and activity in the wider 
region of the Black Sea. As you may know, the culmination of these anniversary 
events was the Summit of the Heads of State and Government of our 12 Member 
States, which was hosted in May 2017, also here in Istanbul, by the President of the 
Turkish Republic. 
Ladies and gentlemen, the BSEC Organization attaches special importance to the 
promotion of joint activities in the field of fisheries in the Black Sea region. And it 
could not be differently: after all, a great number of the people in our Member 
States, especially those with a coastline on the Black Sea, make their living from 
their labours connected one way or the other with the Black Sea. Fishing and 
Fisheries shaped the society and culture of the coastal towns and communities 
along the shores of the Black Sea. 
Thousands of people in the Black Sea region are employed as fishermen, their 
numbers, however, rapidly rising if one considers those directly or indirectly 
involved in the fisheries industry, like fish processing, vessel maintenance, food 
industry, tourism and other. If I remember well, Mayor Genc once told me that 
almost 40% of the fish consumption in the greater area of Istanbul, this mega-polis 
of almost 20 million people, is covered by the fishing activities here, in the 
northern Bosporus and along the immediate coastline of the Black Sea.  
Now, how does the BSEC Organization function in this so important for our 
Member States' national economy sector? First of all, we have the “BSEC 
Economic Agenda”, a strategic document that constitutes the "Koran" - or the 
"Bible" - of the Organization; it guides most of the BSEC activities in this field. 

2 
 



Our main goals refer to the promotion of regional cooperation for the sustainable 
management of fishery resources; the realization of these goals is the responsibility 
mainly of our relevant Working Group on Agriculture and Agro-industry. 
I will not tire you with more details on the ways we try to pursue our goals and 
objectives, let me only add that, concerning the serious issue of unreported and 
unregulated fishing in the Black Sea area, our national experts believe that BSEC 
Member States should consider joining the “FAO Agreement on Port State 
Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 
Unregulated Fishing”. 
Ladies and gentlemen, this and many other issues will hopefully be discussed 
during the two days of the conference. I hope that with your efforts today and 
tomorrow you will contribute to reverse the declining trend of fish stocks in our 
Black Sea; we all need enhanced scientific advice, sound management by experts, 
exchange of know-how, increased research capacity and transfer of marine 
technology. And, of course, we need to work more closely with the local authorities 
in supporting the fisheries sector by a set of recommendations aimed at a 
sustainable long-term development in the Black Sea area. 
Distinguished participants, 
In conclusion, I wish to sincerely thank again all those colleagues in the Sariyer 
Municipality, the BSEC PERMIS and especially Professor Bayram Ozturk, who 
worked so hard in order to transform an impulsive idea of the past to a very 
successful reality today! Thank you! 
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This presentation represents solely the views of its author and cannot in any circumstances be regarded as the official position 
of the Commission. It is intended solely for the person to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify me as soon as possible.  

 

International Conference on Fisheries and Blue growth 
in the Black Sea 

Istanbul, 31 October 2017 

Presentation by Ms Veronika Veits, 
Director for Fisheries Policy, Mediterranean and Black Sea 

European Commission  

 

 
Dear Secretary General of BSEC (Mr Michael B. 
CHRISTIDES), 
Dear Delegates/Participants,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 

• First and foremost, I wish to thank the Black Sea Economic 

Cooperation Organisation (BSEC) for inviting the European 

Commission to address the International Conference on 

Fisheries and Blue growth in the Black Sea. 

• The Black Sea is a very important sea basin for the 

European Union and also for our neighbours around the 

Black Sea. It provides not only healthy food and income to 

our fishermen but has also a high potential for economic 

growth and jobs from maritime activities, such as 

1 
 



aquaculture, coastal tourism, shipping and the industry 

around it.  

• In Bulgaria and Romania alone, the five largest sector of the 

blue economy create a total of 160.000 jobs and a Gross 

Value Added of over 1,2 billion euro. According to FAO the 

total value of fish landings in the Black Sea amounts to 

almost 700 million US Dollar.    

• So you will understand that the European Union attaches 

high importance to have a policy and instruments that allow 

to harness the potential of the blue economy in the Black Sea 

whilst ensuring that this sea is clean, safe and healthy. We 

are fully committed to continue our efforts to this end, to 

safeguard sustainable fisheries, protect the environment in 

the Black Sea and promote Blue Growth.   

• Of course, this cannot be done in isolation but needs 

close cooperation amongst riparian countries and amongst 

stakeholders.  

• I am very happy to report that  we had the 4th Black Sea 

Stakeholders Conference on the Blue Economy, on 15 

September this year, in Batumi, Georgia with the theme 

"Connecting the region through marine and maritime 

cooperation" 
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• The conference concluded that a regional maritime strategy 

can succeed, if it results from a bottom-up process involving 

coastal communities and maritime stakeholders.  

• To support this process, the European Union is setting in 

motion a project of technical support, a "Facility for blue 

economy development". Worth one million euros, this tool will 

help in particular the non-EU Black Sea countries to reap the 

economic benefits of the Black Sea in a sustainable manner 

and to develop a common maritime agenda and strategy  for 

the Black Sea and for all Black Sea countries.  

• The European Union has already such maritime strategies in 

place for most of its sea-basins. We really hope to see in the 

future also a maritime strategy for the Black Sea taking off 

the ground. 

 Let me now turn to fisheries.  

•  Sustainable fisheries is an important part of the blue 

economy. It is vital to the livelihood, socio-economic fabric 

and cultural heritage of our coastal communities, and 

essential for a stable supply of healthy protein-rich food. A 

job in the fisheries sector can generate up to six jobs in fish 

processing or other ancillary activities.  

• But fisheries can only be profitable if there is enough fish in 

the sea. Unfortunately, - and we will hear that later in the 
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morning - Black Sea stocks are far from being healthy. We 

do face a high level of overexploitation and also a high level 

of illegal fishing.  

• This needs to be addressed - urgently and collectively - since 

most stocks are shared between the Black Sea countries.  

• The European Union has put in place since 2014 a policy 

that has the clear objective to maintain or bring fish stocks to 

sustainable levels within EU waters but also beyond, by 2020 

at the latest.  This policy is clearly bearing fruit: for instance 

almost 60% of the stocks assessed in the North-East Atlantic 

were exploited at sustainable levels based on 2015 data. 

• Hand in hand with improved stocks, the profitability of the 

fleet is increasing. Our latest Annual Economic Report 

showed record high net profits of around 800 million € in 

2015 with trends pointing towards further increases. The 

report also demonstrates that economic performance 

stagnates where fleet depends on stocks which are still 

overfished or overexploited.   

• Our policy also applies to the Black Sea. This is why we have 

been working very closely with our two Member States, 

Bulgaria and Romania, to strengthen fisheries management 

and control. That is why we were the first – and I believe we 

are the only ones  - who have introduced since  2008 
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autonomous quotas on turbot and sprat for our two Member 

States, although we only have a small part of the stocks. 

• But as said before, clearly unilateral action is not enough. We 

need to move forward collectively to make Black Sea stocks 

healthy again. 

• The political commitment is there with the signature of 

the Bucharest Declaration towards enhanced cooperation on 

Black Sea fisheries of October 2016. This declaration paves 

the way for common action towards sustainable aquaculture 

and fisheries, including small-scale fisheries, for better 

science and compliance, and for fighting illegal fishing.  

• Next June, in another high level conference in Sofia, in 

Bulgaria, organised by GFCM and the EU under the 

Bulgarian Presidency, we will take stock on what has been 

achieved so far and define a more specific plan of actions on 

what still needs to be done to improve the sustainability of 

resources. I do hope we will see continued political 

commitment at that conference.  

• Multilateral work in the General Fisheries Commission for the 

Mediterranean is centre stage when it comes to delivering on 

the Bucharest Declaration. This regional fisheries 

management organisation is the primary vehicle for turning 

political commitments into action.   
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• The European Union stands ready to strengthen this 

organisation/GFCM and to work with all the other parties  to 

achieve the objectives of the GFCM strategy defined for 

2017-2020. 

• To this end we are also providing financial support to GFCM 

and we try to help Black Sea countries to upgrade their 

fisheries governance through capacity building, training and 

technical assistance.  

• Let me mention here the new GFCM regional 

project BlackSea4Fish. This is an excellent example of a 

programme designed collectively by all riparian States in 

order to address existing shortcomings in data collection and 

analysis. We should now all work together and ensure that 

the project is implemented successfully. 

• That GFCM has an important role to play in the Black Sea 

becomes also clear when we look at the results of this year's 

Annual Session, in Montenegro, from 16 to 20 October.  

 

We are extremely pleased with the progress achieved this 

year: Let me mention the two most important milestones that 

are particularly relevant for the Black Sea, from our 

perspective.  
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• We have for the first  time ever adopted a multi-annual 

management plan in the Black Sea, and this for the iconic 

species of turbot.  

• The GFCM has also adopted a Regional Plan of Action to 

fight IUU fishing. This should guide all riparian States in the 

modernisation of the their monitoring, control and 

surveillance system and ultimate help to eliminate illegal 

fishing in the Black Sea. We intend also to organise regional 

workshops on the implementation Regional Plan of Action to 

fight IUU fishing. 

• The achievements this year do not mean that we can rest on 

our laurels. There are still serious challenges ahead to 

achieve sustainable fisheries in the Black Sea.  

• To overcome them we need even stronger cooperation 

between Black Sea countries, stakeholders, multilateral 

organisations 

• On our side, we will do what we can to assist in the 

implementation of the Bucharest Declaration and the GFCM 

strategy, be it through capacity- building (TAIEX) or control 

and inspection trainings by EFCA or by other means. 

• To come to an end let me highlight some important initiatives 

that will take place next year in addition to the Sofia 

conference in June 2018.  
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• In September 2018, in Malta, we will organise with GFCM 

a second High-Level Conference on Small-Scale Fisheries 

that should result in a Regional Plan of Action to promote the 

sustainable development of Small-Scale Fisheries and to 

ensure the livelihood of coastal communities.  

• In December 2018, in Rome, we will have the GFCM 

Scientific Forum. Its objective is to strengthen scientific 

cooperation and the coordination and unity of scientific 

advice.   

• You see we have an ambitious agenda ahead. This 

conference comes at an important time to keep the 

momentum going. I wish you every success in this 

Conference.    

• Thank you for your attention!  
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While marginally profitable in 2009, the EU fleet registered record-high net profits of 

EUR 798 million in 2015 and estimates for 2016 and 2017 point towards further 

increases in profitability. The report also demonstrates that economic performance 

stagnates where fleets depend on stocks which are still overfished or overexploited. 

More and more fleets that exploit stocks sustainably see clear improvements in their 

profitability and salaries. In 2015, the EU fleet's gross value added, i.e. the 

contribution of the fishing sector to the economy through wages and gross profit, 

amounted to €3.9 billion. This represents a 16% increase compared to 2013. 

Average salaries in the EU fleet have also increased while average fuel consumption 

has decreased. Fuel use efficiency has improved, with fuel costs amounting to 15% 

of the total revenue in 2015, compared to 24% in 2008. This is largely because fleets 

tend to operate more efficiently. Karmenu Vella, Commissioner for environment, 

maritime affairs and fisheries, said: "It is encouraging to see that the positive trend 

of the last years has resulted in higher salaries for fishermen, bigger profits for the 

fishing sector and more value added for the EU's fishing and coastal communities. 

This clearly shows that our joint commitment towards more sustainable fishing pays 

off. But more efforts are needed to allow also small scale coastal fleets, in particular 

in the Mediterranean and Black Sea, to fully benefit from this positive trend. 

Continued progress towards Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) in all sea basins will 

therefore be a precondition for achieving economic viability." The 2017 Annual 

Economic Report on the EU Fishing Fleet is based on data provided by national 

authorities and the result of combined work by economic experts from the Scientific, 

Technical and Economic Committee of Fisheries and the Commission. 
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Address by Prof. Halil Ibrahim SUR, Executive 
Director of the Permanent Secretariat to the 

Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea 
Against Pollution (Bucharest Convention) to the 

participants of the International Conference 
“Identifying the Perspectives of Fisheries in 

Stimulating the Blue Growth in the Black Sea 
Region” (31st October – 1 November, 2017, 

Istanbul, Turkey) 
 
Your Excellences, distinguished participants of the International Conference on 
Fisheries and Blue Growth, 
 
In my capacity of the Executive Director of the Black Sea Commission’s Permanent 
Secretariat, I would like to welcome all of you in Istanbul and to extend my gratitude to 
the Ukrainian Chairmanship-in-Office and, of course, to our colleagues from BSEC 
Permanent Secretariat for their efforts to organize this distinguished conference. 
Unfortunately, we couldn’t attend your important event, but we have a serious excuse; 
every year since 1996 on the 31st October we celebrate the International Black Sea Day 
in different Black Sea riparian countries and this year we also carry out this public 
awareness activity back to back with the meeting of Ad Hoc Group taking place on 31st 
October – 1st November, 2017.  
 
As you may know, the Black Sea Commission was created as an executive body to 
implement the provisions of the Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea Against 
Pollution also known as Bucharest Convention, signed in Bucharest back in 1992 and 
ratified by all the Black Sea riparian countries immediately after. The Black Sea 
Commission consists of representatives of respective Ministries of Environment of the 
six Black Sea riparian countries.  
 
Being a Regional Sea Convention, the Black Sea Commission is responsible for promoting 
the implementation of Bucharest Convention and its Protocols, it was established to, 
inter alia, monitor and assess pollution, control pollution from land-based sources, 
ensure conservation of biological diversity, address environmental safety aspects of 
shipping, address environmental aspects of management of fisheries and other marine 
living resources and, last but not least, promote integrated coastal zone management 
and maritime policy. 
 
I would like to mention that all these long 25 years since our both organizations were 
established, the BSEC and the Black Sea Commission continue to go hand-in-hand, 
bringing political will as well as expertise and investments to the Black Sea Region, this 
quite interesting region in terms of its economics, environment and sustainable 
development in general.   



 
There is no doubt that further development of cooperation between the BSEC, Black Sea 
Commission, GFCM and ACCOBAMS Agreement in relation with the imperative need to 
promote sustainable fisheries in the Black Sea region as well as sharing the same 
objective towards ensuring the preservation of the marine environment and ecosystems 
of the Black Sea is on our agenda today.  
 
Therefore, recognizing the importance of addressing the current environmental 
challenges in the region, given the need of carrying out joint activities in areas of 
common interest, enhancing the information exchange, sharing expertise and best 
practices, joining efforts and developing synergies, we are wishing to work together on 
joint initiatives/project supporting the implementation of the commitments taken by all 
the Black Sea riparian countries in the sphere of fisheries and blue growth, including UN 
Sustainable Development Goal #14.  
 
Thus, such joint activities in the Black Sea basin between BSEC, Black Sea Commission, 
GFCM and ACCOBAMS could cover the following topics: 
 
 Promotion of ecosystem based approach in fisheries management and 

aquaculture; 
 Mitigation of the impacts of fisheries and aquaculture on the marine habitats and 

species; 
 Data quality, data collection and analysis, stock assessment; 
 Research and training. 

 
Concluding my address, let me wish success to your meeting and let me assure you, your 
Excellencies, in our intention to continue cooperation aimed at maintaining sustainable 
fisheries and aquaculture in the Black Sea region in the same constructive manner and 
direction.  
 
Thank you very much for your attention. 
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Our oceans and seas: huge potential 

• Blue economy assets worldwide valued at: 21 tn. EUR  

• EU's blue economy:  

- 550 bn. EUR GVA (4% of the EU economy); 5 mn. 
jobs 

- MS EEZs jointly are the largest exclusive economic 
zone (EEZ) in the world (more than 20 million 
km2) 

- High global market share, and competitiveness 

- Significant international growth opportunities: 
offshore renewables: 690 bn. EUR by 2040 



Blue Growth 
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The 2012 European Blue Growth Strategy 

• To push for growth and jobs in 5 
economic sectors 

• To remove obstacles to growth 

• To promote partnership approach 

• To boost investment 

• To be a stronger global player 

• To manage our oceans and seas 
sustainably 

 



Sea basin strategies 

Arctic Ocean 



Why the Black Sea? 
(BG and RO) 

• 30.000 km coastline 

• Size: EUR 8,9 billion  

• Jobs: 394.438 (blue growth sectors) 

• Major sectors:  
• Coastal tourism 

• Fisheries 

• Transport  

• Shipbuilding & shiprepair 

 

• Future potential: 
• Ocean renewable energy 

• Fisheries & Aquaculture 



Aquaculture in the Black Sea 



Blue Growth in aquaculture 

• Demand for seafood rising and population growing 

• Replenished fish stocks, fished sustainably 

• Globally, already 1/2 of seafood from aquaculture 

• Currently in EU 10% of seafood from EU aquaculture 

• 65% of EU requirements imported  
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What is the EU concretely doing? 
 

• Strategic Guidelines (2013) 
 

1. Reduce administrative burdens 
2. Facilitate access to water and space 
3. Improve competitiveness 
4. Exploit competitive advantages 
 

• Multiannual National Strategic Plans -
> mid-term evaluation (2018) 

• Open Method of Coordination 

• Funding 

• Communication 
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CFP reform 2014 -> Aim: create a positive 
environment for the sustainable development of EU 

aquaculture 



Aquaculture in the Black Sea 

• Main farmed species: Mediterranean mussel 

 

• Black Sea Member States: small production 
(around 2% of the EU's production) but there is 
potential for development of the sector in the sea 
basin. 
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• Information on EU aquaculture policy, 
production methods, species  

• Key legislation and guidance 

• Multiannual plans and summaries 

• Good practices 

https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/aquaculture
_en  
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Actions in the Black Sea 





Actions in the Black Sea 

• Maritime spatial planning pilot project (BG-RO) ¾ 2015  

• Stress test sea-basin observation systems ½ 2015  

• 5x IMP calls for proposals covering the sea basin (2015/ 2016) 

• Black Sea Stakeholder conference (annually) 

• Technical workshop on maritime spatial planning (TR) 



The European Structural and Investment Funds 

• Cross-border Cooperation or transnational/Interregional 

programmes 

• (notably: CBC Black Sea, RO-MD, MD-UA, RO-UA, RO-BG,  

 BG-TR, EL-BG, AR-GE, Danube transnational programme) 

• Regional Programmes East 

• (notably: EaP SMEs development support, EaP Youth Window, 

 EaP Culture programme, EaPIC, Neighbourhood Civil Society Facility) 

• Others programmes (e.g. COSME, Horizon 2020 SME Instrument, Erasmus +) 

Funding opportunities 



Actions in the Black Sea: Way ahead 

• Facility for blue economy development (as of 2017) 

• IMP contact points meeting in Brussels, October 2016 

• Common maritime agenda 

• Marine research strategic framework 

• Series of workshops to be carried out in 1/2 2017 



Facility for blue economy 

development in the Black Sea 
• Genesis: Annual stakeholder conferences, Scoping mission, 

discussions with the IMP contact points & BSEC 

• Phase: project drafting phase 

• Thematic areas/cross-cutting areas 

• Objectives, division of work 

• Timing and funding 

• Work with BSEC: regional workshops, knowledge management, 

consensus building 



Thank you for your attention! 

Any questions? 

svetoslav.stoyanov@ec.europa.eu 

mailto:svetoslav.stoyanov@ec.europa.eu


Sustainable Aquaculture as a Component of 
Blue Growth: 

the Regional Strategic Perspective 

International Conference on Fisheries & Blue Growth  
Istanbul, 31 October – 1 November 2017 

 
Stavros Kalognomos 
Policy Officer 
CPMR Balkan & Black Sea Commission (BBSC) 



 

CPMR-RIS3 Map’s link 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1p3gL7nvL6b19tAuW8KARU47_h7E&ll=50.73444204554209,22.682657877950987&z=4


Conclusions 
A sustainable development strategy for the Aquaculture and 
Fisheries sector should: 
 
• conform to the Bucharest Declaration’s recommendations 

 
•  provide a broader decision-making margin for regional governments 

 
•  support the strengthening of regional & local segments of  

 fisheries markets 

 
 

https://gfcm.sharepoint.com/EG/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?guestaccesstoken=IETKLAAy4hrEhHRmdTNi7sso/oAgHAoq3Dyv2t8S5vw%3d&docid=0096f8c4550244b7aa0e6f1e4048761b9&rev=1


Conclusions 
A sustainable development strategy for the Aquaculture and 
Fisheries sector should: 
 
• provide clear points of convergence between national strategies as well 

as with the intervention priorities identified by the Fisheries Local Action 
Groups (FLAGs) 
 

• address both the environmental priorities of the Common Fisheries Policy 
(CFP) of the European Commission and a logic of strengthening the value 
chain, creating economies of scale and improving the marketing of 
fisheries and aquaculture products 

 
 



CPMR’s positions  
The CPMR’s positions regarding Fisheries and Aquaculture are: 
 
• A more equal balance of the environmental, economic and social 

dimensions of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) 
• It is vital that the environmental, economic and social objectives that 

guide the Union are shared with our neighbouring States. 
• The CPMR encourages the development and implementation of 

multiannual management plans that integrate this aspect.  
 

• The maritime regions: backbone of regional growth strategies in the 
fisheries and aquaculture sector 
• The CPMR considers that the EU must implement broad and inclusive 

structured dialogue with key players under the form of a European 
conference for fisheries and seafood products, for instance. 

 
 

 
 



CPMR’s priorities  
The CPMR’s priorities regarding Fisheries and Aquaculture relate to: 
 
• Implementation of the ban on discards and the landing obligation 

 
• Sustainable exploitation of resources through co-management between 

fishermen and the managers of marine protected areas 
 

• More direct involvement of our Balkan & Black Sea Commission in the 
Black Sea Advisory Council 
 

• Partnership with the Fisheries Areas Network (FARNET) platform  
 

 
 

https://www.blsaceu.eu/en/
https://www.blsaceu.eu/en/
https://www.blsaceu.eu/en/
https://www.blsaceu.eu/en/
https://www.blsaceu.eu/en/
https://www.blsaceu.eu/en/
https://www.blsaceu.eu/en/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet/


Calendar of the next period 

• 9 November 2017 : EMFF Info Day, Brussels 
 

• 14 November 2017: CPMR, Brussels  
  Meeting of Fisheries Working Group of the CPMR 
 

• 16 November 2017 : DG MARE, Brussels 
  Meeting of IMP contact points on the “Facility for Blue Growth in the 
  Black Sea”  
 

• 20-22 November 2017 : FARNET, Weiden in der Oberpfalz (Germany) 
  FARNET Transnational Seminar: “Anchoring aquaculture for blue growth  
  in fisheries communities” 



Thank you! 



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON FISHERIES AND BLUE GROWTH 

Istanbul, 31 October – 1 November 2017

Identifying the Perspectives of Fisheries and Stimulating the Blue Growth 

in the Black Sea Region
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON FISHERIES AND BLUE GROWTH 

Wednesday, 1 November 2017

SESSION 4: 

THE ROLE OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND THEIR COOPPERATION WITH FISHING SECTOR

Current Situation, Policies, Potentials, Difficulties, Possibilities and Future Plans in the riparian 

countries of the Black Sea

Representatives of the local and regional authorities
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON FISHERIES AND BLUE GROWTH 

Wednesday, 1 November 2017  (10.00 – 11.00 )

‘Blue Growth: the case of the Region of Attica’

Mr Athanasios ANAGNOSTOPOULOS
Deputy Governor in charge of Environment and Climate Change

Region of Attica (Greece)
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our vision

• The Enhancing capabilities and developing structures between local-

government, education, research centers and private small and 

medium-sized enterprises.

• The stability of the political and democratic environment.

• The important and extremely competent scientific and technical staff.

• The Equal participation of all citizens and bodies.

• The Supporting social security, ensuring modern democratic working 

conditions and entrepreneurship.

• The Activating actions that enhance environmental protection.
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the purpose 

The purpose of Attica’s Regional Smart Specialisation

Strategy (RIS 3) is to help shape a realistic but ambitious 

road map that serves our vision and values.

A key criterion for the success of this  Strategy is the: 

• industrial reconversion with technological support for 

enterprises and the development of innovation 

• addressing social needs

• developing spatial investment by attracting and exploiting 

innovative efforts.
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Medication / Health

Smart City, 
smart building,

smart transport

Environmental 

technology

Energy: R.E.S.,

energy saving,

smart grids

Diet

New Materials

Shipbuilding

Materials -

Port Constructions

Aquatic Biotechnology

Intelligent & Sustainable 

Shipping,
smart transport , green

shipping

Culture

Media

Tourism

Design intensity branch
Crafts, clothing, furniture

micro / nano-

electronics

Space 

technologies

Applications &

Multimedia

Technologies

9



 Environmental technology

 Aquatic Biotechnology

 Intelligent & Sustainable Shipping, smart 

transport , green shipping

 Shipbuilding

 Materials - Port Constructions

 Diet

 Coastal & Cruise Tourism

 Space Technologies

 micro / nano- Electronics

Focusing to the fields of Attica Region’s specialization in 
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BUSINESS INNOVATION CENTER 
FOR BLUE GROWTH

PIRAEUS MUNICIPALITY

11

THE CASE OF MUNICIPALITY OF PIRAEUS
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PIRAEUS MUNICIPALITY



PIRAEUS MUNICIPALITY
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BLUE GROWTH MARINESCAPE

BLUE GROWTH INNOVATION HUB



Piraeus Municipality / Local Gov

Region of Attica / Regional Gov

Ministry of Maritime Affairs/ Central Gov

Port Authorities 

Chamber of Commerce / Associations 

Maritime Industry

Local businesses  & Clusters 

Local Community

Startup Ecosystem 

Research Community / Academia 

Funding institutions / Sponsors  

Advisors & Mentors 

Media Partners

PIRAEUS BLUE GROWTH MARINESCAPE 
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Quadruple Helix Approach

Triple Bottom Line Approach



PIRAEUS BLUE GROWTH INNOVATION HUB

Funded by Attica Region 

in the framework 

of its Smart Specialisation

Strategy

Knowledge

Expertise

Guidance

Business tools
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PIRAEUS BLUEGROWTH INNOVATION HUB

Sustainable Blue Growth

Advanced Maritime Skills

Create Blue Green Jobs

Create a cluster of innovation maritime HUBS for the Blue

Economy in the Mediterranean and Black Sea

Objectives
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COOPERATION NETWORK 
OF MUNICIPALITIES 

OF ATTICA’S REGIONAL UNIT OF ISLANDS 

17

THE CASE OF THE ATTICA ISLANDS NETWORKING

http://atticaislandsnetwork.gr



On July 2016, was established 

the Non-profit Civil Company 

under the name 

“NETWORK FOR THE COOPERATION OF 

MUNICIPALITIES OF THE REGIONAL UNIT 

OF ATTICA ISLANDS”
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COOPERATION NETWORK 
OF MUNICIPALITIES 

OF ATTICA’S REGIONAL UNIT OF ISLANDS 

THE CASE OF THE ATTICA ISLANDS NETWORKING



The network consists of:

 8 municipalities

 1 Development Company

 11 Social Actors

19

COOPERATION NETWORK 
OF MUNICIPALITIES 

OF ATTICA’S REGIONAL UNIT OF ISLANDS 

THE CASE OF THE ATTICA ISLANDS NETWORKING



The network consists of 8 municipalities:

 Agistri Municipality 

 The Municipality of Aegina Island

 Kythira Municipality

 Poros Municipality

 Salamina Municipality

 Spetses Municipality

 Trizinia – Methana Municipality

 Municipality of Hydra
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COOPERATION NETWORK 
OF MUNICIPALITIES 

OF ATTICA’S REGIONAL UNIT OF ISLANDS 

THE CASE OF THE ATTICA ISLANDS NETWORKING
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 Agistri

 Aegina

 Kythira

 Poros

 Salamina

 Spetses

 Trizinia – Methana

 Hydra
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thank you... for your patience...

‘Blue Growth: the case of the Region of Attica’

Mr Athanasios ANAGNOSTOPOULOS
Deputy Governor in charge of Environment and Climate Change

Region of Attica (Greece)
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